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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE. 


FINDING it has become a matter of surprize, that the puBL1Cc 1MPROVE- 
' MENT, Which is the subject of this Pampblet, bas met with so little support 
from . the CoxeoRAT1ON or Lonpox ;---it is earnestly requested, that the 
Several Propositions may be examined TOTALLY IRRESPECTIVE of all persons, 
and things, and of that undue partiality for the judgment of those, who offer no 
Satisfaftory arguments against them---and perbaps have no other reasons for 
opposing the measure, but as an apology for not having engaged in it them- 


selves : 


All men are fair objects of striffure and animadversion, so far as relates to 
their public conduct; and there never will be wanting a sufficient number of 
those who indefatigably exert themselves to make unfavourable impressions 
against persons who may be supposed to stand in competition with their friends 
and connezions, for appointments of honour and responsibility :---but the advocate 
for this improvement, is unfortunate enough to have been given to understand, 
both from public and private information, that illiberal and indefencible remarks 


have originated with professional friends, of whom he could not entertain the 
least suspicion, 


The Proposer has been under the necessity of intruding his name and obser- 
vations, sometimes through zeal in his pursuits, and at others to rectiſy gross 
misrepresentations ; het he does not recollect be has ever caused a letter or 
paragraph to appear in any of the newspapers, that was not given or sent with 
an unequivocal avowal ; and no man can have stronger objeftions than himself, 
to every species of indirect means to gain popularity; more especially that 
absurd adulation and praise, so frequently bestowed upon men in public situa- 
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INTRODUCTORY PREFACE. 


tions, for EXTRAORDINARY virtues, abilities, and consequence, which they 
never possessed. 


There have been no opportuni ties afforded the writer to account for the want 
of success in this business, but by conjecture ; or more than the reader will 
be able to infer from the several statements in this publication. Being conscious 
be has in every instance, since he has been a Member of the Corporation, en- 
couraged a fair investigation of public measures, without considering the person 
or party who introduced them---and having always given bis undisguised 
gupport or opposition to the Propositions themselves, according to his pinion 


thereon---and being habituated upon all occasions to give bis suffrage by an open 


ballot ; he cannot help thinking something VERY SEVERELY POINTED, and a 


great want of caadour, has been exhibited towards him, by the studious avoidance 


of this enquiry. Under all circumstances, he has found it out of his power to 


obliterate from these pages the precise statement of many Sentiments, facts, and 
occurrences, whatever bis inclination might have been. 


Harpur-Street, March 26, I 789. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT, &. 


Ir is a received opinion, that works which have a tendency to advance 
the happiness of mankind, should be promoted by princes, and great 


political bodies. And it will no doubt be admitted, that the removal 


of nuisances, deformities, and obstructions; and making the buildings, 
roads, and streets, beautiful and commodious ; are objects, that are not 
only pleasing and delightful to the inhabitants of a country, but in many 
respects of great importance in the scale of national consideration. 


If we take a retrospect of the City of London for thirty years, and 
call to our recollection, Ludgate, Newgate, Aldgate, Aldersgate, Moor- 
gate, Cripplegate, and even Bishopsgate, built so late as 1735 ;---the 
absurd and ridiculous signs, water-spouts, &c. which used to project 
from the houses---the numerous posts, that narrowed and embarrassed 
the foot-paths---the odious, irregular, and perilous pavement in the 
highway---the several piles of buildings in the middle of some of our 
streets, and the many confined entrances into others ;----Is there an 
individual amongst us, who has not experienced convenience and benefit 
from their removal ; and who does not pride himself upon the present 
appearance, and rejoice at the 1 . ent? 


Let us likewise consider those noble and beneficial inlets to the me- 
tropolis, at Westminster and Blackfriars; and the commodious altera- 
; B 
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tion of London Bridge, by the clearing away the houses, and all those 
disagreeable obstacles with which it was encumbered. Yet beautiful, 
advantageous, healthful and convenient as those improvements are ; 
they all met with partial, powerful, and confederate opposition. But 
very happily for us and posterity, they were not over-ruled, as the great 
plans of Sir Christopher Wren's, and Sir John Evelyn's were in earlier 
times, and some excellent propositions for new streets, of later date. 


The infinity of magnificent and handsome edifices, both public and 
private, that present themselves to our notice almost in every county of 
this kingdom, do most unquestionably, to the honour of the country, 
excite the admiration and praise of spectators from every quarter of the 
world: and it is greatly to be regretted, that so many irregular, in- 
terior, and improper buildings, are suffered to degrade us, more par- 
ticularly in the environs of London. 


There are certainly other material N both within, and 
in the vicinity of, the city of London, that call loudly for the zealous 


exertion of the public, and the attention of parliament, as well as that 
under our immediate consideration; all of which, I hope, will pro- 


gressively and Speedily, according to their magnitude, obtain enquiry, 
and be remedied. But the passage in question, appears to me of the first 
consequence: it being the most confined of any of our public streets, 
notwithstanding it. is the access to the first city in the world, and the 
greatest and most important thoroughfare in the kingdom. 


Vexations, inconveniencies, and dangers, both on the foot and carriage 
way, pervade all ranks; and are so evident and generally acknowledged, 
that I should think it intrusive, and great waste of time, to enlarge 
thereon :---and was the object of expence, or difficulty, in making a 
noble and commodious avenue to the cities of London and Westminster, 
in that part, double, or even treble; I should not doubt, but there is 
spirit and liberality enough in this counter) to accomplish it. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT, &c. © 3 


How absurd and inconsistent must it appear to every ordinary spec- 
tator, as well as to FOREIGNERS OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS ; after they have 
been feasting their eyes with the magnificent appearance of the superb 
and expensive offices at Somerset-House, to have them immediately 
annoyed by a pitiful and difficult passage, which would disgrace the most 
inconsiderable town in Europe! Let any unprejudiced man survey with 
the smallest degree of attention, the two narrow streets---the irregular 
buildings that divide them---the decayed houses on the north side of 
Butcher-Row---the south abutment of the church---and the gate ;--- 
and imagine to himself, in the room of these degrading and impeding 
objects, one bold street, with uniform, handsome buildings- a commo- 
dious foot-path---the position of the body of the church turned more 
into the north direction---or the church itself placed directly in the 
centre, with a decent railing round the church-yard---instead of Temple 
Bar, (a neglected structure, loaded with inconsistent and shameful de- 
formities) a noble and ornamental pilaster on each side, with chains, 
agreeably to the ancient Bars ;* which would answer every purpose for 
preserving the rights of the city of London, and keeping up the custo- 
mary for malities, without being any obstruction. The approach would 
then be auspicious; of consequence and dignity to each city: and the 
fine church of St. Clement Danes would inspire mankind with admira- 

tion and blessing, and no more provoke them to disgust and execration. 


MANY PERSONS HAVING BEEN TAUGHT TO APPREHEND, the PRorosEn 
either has the prospect of some pecuniary interest in the measure itself, 
or that he has an eye to some of the beneficial appointments in the gift 
of the City ;---AND OTHERS, that the several propositions were of a 
Specific nature, that would fall exclusively expensive upon the City of 
London, instead of their being calculated only for a fair and liberal in- 
vestigation of every circumstance, in order that an expedient mode and 


„The end of Fleet-street terminates with a very handsome gate, called Temple-Bar ; where 
in ancient time, were only posts, rails, and a chain, such as is now at Holborn, Smithfield, and 
'© Whitechapel Bars.“ MaiTLaND, 990. 
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4 PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT, &c. 


fund might be adopted, to remove the obstructions, and bring about a 
noble and convenient passage, as a public concern---He hopes, therefore, 


it will not be deemed an unwarrantable digression, but a becoming so- 
licitude for his own reputation, as well as to advance the improvement 
itself, primarily to ENDEAvoR to remove these unfounded impressions; 


explain his inducements for going into the measure; and precisely state 
the several steps that have been already taken to forward it. 


REMARKS TO DO AWAY WRONG IMPRESSIONS. 


Common observation will inform us, that a very anxious solicitude for 
wealth, in any man possessed of a moderate competency, more than 10 
APPORTION HIS EXPENCES TO HIS INCOME, is rarely conducive to happi- 
ness: nor is a very large fortune any just criterion of independence of 
mind or conduct, (very often it has the contrary effef). Yet there are 
very few indeed so insensible of the love of money, or the pleasure of dis- 
posing of it, as to feel the necessity to abridge themselves of any fair 
opportunity to acquire it: and was the measure in question of great 
pecuniary advantage to the proposer, the general utility would be the 


same; and he would, at least with equal zeal, think it his duty to con- 
tend for it. But it so happens, that he does not know how he can be 


benefited one guinea therefrom, or derive any spectal convenience or ac- 


commodation to himself. 


He has no great ambition or anxiety in public life, more than to render 
plain and obvious services to his fellow- citizens, and the community at 


large; and obtain such respect as any other individual would be entitled 


to. Nor has he the most distant idea of ever being a candidate for any 


emolumentary appointment at the disposal of the City. Various reasons 


present themselves to his mind, to convince bim, every place of emolument 
amenable to, or in the gift of the corporation, or of any of the courts, 
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and departments where he is invested with superintending powers, and 
privileges by virtue of office, (whether by charter or otherwise) are totally 
incompatible with the situation of an Alderman of London. This sentiment 
he has evinced by repeated observations and resolutions in the different 


courts, and by the introduction of the 17th standing order of the 
Corporation.“ | 


INDUCEMENTS FOR ENGAGING IN THE MEASURE. 


About two years ago, at the request of several respectable citizens, 
the Proposer had the honour to present a petition to the Court of Lord 
Mayor, Aldermen, and Common Council, from a very considerable part 
of the traders residing in Fleet-street, and Ludgate-hill, complaining 
of impediments, arising to the free access into the City, by the shameful 
conduct of scaven gers, draymen, hackney coachmen, &c. stating in par- 
ticular, that those circumstances, if not regulated, would operate very 
strongly to remove the trade, long attached to the City of London, to 
other parts, where the nobility and gentry would be less liable to be 
incommoded and insulted. The Court referred the petition to the con- 
sideration of the Committee for the regulation of the Marshals; and 
advised the Commissioners of Sewers to pay a particular attention to 
those parts which came under their immediate inspection. Upon the 
report of the Committee, that the allegations were made good ; the 
Court recommended the representatives for the Ward, to appoint a 
Warder to be a sworn constable, for the purpose of preventing, as much 
as possible, the obstructions in that part: and a person has been stationed 
there ever since, and some exertions were made in the Court of Sewers. 


„Jan. 20, 1783. © That no member of this court shall be permitted to be put in nomination, 
© as à candidate for any place of emolument in the gift of the court, unless he shall (previously 
r thereto) have engaged to take the first opportunity to reign his seat, in case he shall prove 


successful.“ N. B. The original motion was over- ruled, viz. - That the members should not be 
eligible candidates, until they had resigned their seats. 


* 
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In the pursuit of this object, it first occurred to him, that it would 
be a particular advantage to the trade of the City of London, and a great 
benefit to the people at large, if the gate called Temple-Bar was taken 
away. On examination of the City books, it appeared, that the Corpo- 
ration were invested with powers, and had its removal in contemplation 
in 1759 ; and that they had by no means abandoned the idea, having 
caused a special provision to be made for the lessees, to quit possession 
on six months notice in writing. The more he thought on the subject, 
the more he saw the propriety of pursuing it. The gate appeared. to 
him a great nuisance, as it was not only a material impediment, but a 
skreen for filth, a shelter and protection for thieves, pickpockets, and 


disorderly persons of every description, and the means of preventing the 


salubrity of a fine circulation of air; and likewise, that its removal 
might very likely be productive of a much more important improvement, 
the clearing away those enormous. obstructions on Ther Westminster 
side. 


PROCEEDINGS IN THE 7 CORP ORA TION. 

n ; $4 2130 

In March 1787, he gave notice in the Court of Common Council, that 
he should move for a Committee to be appointed, to consider of some 
method to render the entrance into the City at Temple-Bar more com- 
modious for carriages, &c. The business, in course, came under con- 
sideration. Great objections being made to the appointment of a special 
committee, he contended for the consideration to go to the City Lands, 
as that Committee always consists of sixteen Aldermen and twenty-nine 
Commoners, and is generally attended by near thirty members. That 


proposition was like wise rejected; and the only reference he was able 
to obtain, was to the Committee for rebuilding the Compters. On a special 


summons, only five members attended, with the surveyor, comptroller, 
&c. to view the premises. On the 22d of June, the Committee met 


again on the business, when he introduced the three following resolutions. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT, Oc. 7 


1 To recommend to the court, that Temple-Bar should be taken 
down, and the materials be advertised to be sold by public auction. 


2. To request Messrs. Child and Co. to dispense with the six months 
notice, and make it convenient to quit possession in August, to 
afford an opportunity for the gate to be removed when the town 
would be empty. 


3. That Mr. Dance, the City Surveyor, should enquire into the value 
of the houses from the Feathers Tavern to Esex-$treet, and the 
whole of Butcher-row, for farther consideration. 


A great deal of debate took place; wk upon the first resolution being 
submitted, it was lost by a majority of one; the numbers being five to 
four. The whole enquiry, in consequence, though not * fell 


to the . in the Compter Committee. 


Thinking it every way inconsistent, that an improvement of so much 
importance should be lost, or even retarded, by so small a majority of 


so mall a meeting; more especially as some gentlemen of that majority 


declared they would most readily have agreed to have taken away the 
gate, if they could have been certain that the improvement on the west 


side would take place. Meeting with great encouragement from every 
quarter without the corporation ;---he was induced to hope, the gentle- 
men, on reflection, would have given him their support for a more liberal 
investigation of the subject. He therefore took an opportunity to revive 
the idea of a special committee the beginning of last year; and gave 


notice, that he should again move for a Committee of six Aldermen and 


twelve Commoners, to reconsider the measure; and it was brought be- 
fore the Court, agreeably to summons, on the eighth of February; when 
it was warmly contended, as the motion only went to an enquiry, that no 
possible harm could ensue from the appointment of a special committee, 
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who would be open to every objection, and report accordingly. But 
upon the division, there — 


For the question, 1 Alderman Against the question, 8 Aldermen 
14 Commoners 79 Commoners 
* . 87 


Upon this defeat, the Proposer was almost provoked to abandon every 
idea of again urging it in the Corporation: but upon revolving the 
business in his mind, no mode suggested itself so proper. The Burghers 
of Westminster, he found, were almost a dormant body, and not in a 
state to take it up in any degree. He could not think of asking persons 
at a remote distance, to attend to the business ;---nor was it likely 
any individual, with a spirit for improvement like His Grace the Duke 


of Bridgewater, could be induced to come forward ;---none of the 


subordinate corporations in the City could be expected to engage in 
it it did not appear to him a business sufficient for the appointment 
of public trustees, or commissioners of the House of Commons ;--- 
understanding that works of much greater magnitude, of the same nature, 
had been carried into execution at Liverpool, Manchester, Bath, and 
many other places, by select committees invested with parliamentary 
powers---Turn it which way he would, the City of London appeared 
to him the proper body to move in the business. The Corporation were 
by no means pledged to any expence that was not reasonable. If they 
had adopted the measure with spirit, there is no doubt the alteration of, or 
rebuilding the church, and every other expedient aid, would most chearfully 
have been granted by Parliament. He has had the honour to converse 
on the subject, with many Members of both Houses, of different parties; 
and has not met with more than one, out of the Corporation, who have 
not, in the most explicit manner, assured him, the measure should have 


their zealous support, whenever it came under their consideration. 
With these impressions, he undertook to make a third attempt ; and 
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drew up a motion, as be conceived, in unexceptionable terms; and caused 
it, with the following letters, to be printed, and careful delivered to 
every member of the Corporation. 


S DI 1 ey 


K A aA M M «6 
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March 27, 1788, 


SIR, 


© SEVERAL Gentlemen of the Corporation have assured me 


they Should most willingly have given me their support at the last 


Court, if they had not been apprehensive my intentions were, at any rate, 
to remove T emple-Bar, and that an enormous expenditure was exclusively 


to come out of the Chamber of London. 


© An honourable Alderman acknowledged it was a most desireable 
improvement ; but thought, as it was a public benefit, 1t ought to be 
taken up by the public. I am strongly of that opinion; yet, as some 
person must take the lead, and as it unquestionably will be an object for 
the consideration of Parliament, I know of no characters who stand 


in a more respectable situation than that Gentleman and bis colleagues, 


to introduce and forward it in the House of Commons. 


That J may be clearly understood on this measure, which I think 


of the first importance, as a general accommodation, and of considerable 


consequence to the trade of the City of London, I have thought it 
right to convey, to every member of the Corporation, the words of the 
Motion which I shall have the honour to submit at the next Court, 
and likewise a Copy of my explanatory Lr, to the Representatives, 
on the Subject. 


Jam, SiR, 
* Your very humble Servant, 
Harpur- Street, | | . 


WILLIAM PICKETT.” 
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THE MOTION. 


T HAT a Committee of Sir Aldermen and Twelve Commoners be appointed 

1 consider of a Method to render the Avenue to the City of London 
on the West Side of Temple-Bar more cummodicus, and report 
their Opinion to this Court. 


8 5 
ALDERMEN OF LONDON 
Who are in PARLIAMENT ; more egpecially the REPRESENTATIVES 
for the City. 


c GENTLEMEN, 


As the responsibility of a public character will always be 
admitted as some apology for intrusion on the public notice, I beg 
leave to solicit your candid attention, while I attempt to rectify some 
mistakes,-=-and to justify myself from some misrepresentations, to 
which I shall otherwise be unavoidably exposed. 


lam very willing to acknowledge, that I felt myself disappointed 

in not meeting with your general, I had almost said unanimous, support, 
at the last Court of Common Council ;---not that the object in view 
was any otherwise a consideration to myself, than as it related to the 
City of London ; whose honour and prosperity I feel myself bound to 
consult, and promote, upon every proper occasion. As to my principle 
or end in so doing, it is to myself; and nothing but illiberality or envy 
will presume to put an ill- natured construction upon it. The strong 
persuasion I had of the utility of the measure, operated so powerfully 
upon my mind, that I did not as an individual either to support, or 
even to second, the motion; which, in all probability, I might have done, 
could I have foreseen that confederate interests, arising from personal 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT, Sc. _ 
apprebensions of too great popularity, would oppose so public a good, or 


even have been absent when the measure was under consideration. 


» 


* It is not necessary for me to inform you, that the extension of the 


Metropolis, and the prodigious increase of buildings at the west end 
of the town, have induced no inconsiderable part of the opulent 
citizens to remove their residence to that quarter. This is a fact well 


| known ;---and it is to be supposed, that the public offices, now nearly 


_ © compleated, will occasion the removal of many families more. The 

increase of the number of carriages was a very forcible argument for 
taking down the ancient City-gates ;---and they are multiplied near 
twenty- fold since that period, which renders the old access to the City 


much less passable than ever it was. The difficulties, and indeed the 


dangers, are more generally felt on the west side of Temple-Bar, than 


in any other part; it being the most direct and frequented road 


to and from St. James's, the Courts of Law, Bank, places of public 
resort, &c. &c. | 


These circumstances have already, in a great measure, and will 
progressively still more, deprive the City of London of that participa- 
tion of trade she has been accustomed to receive. The more nume- 
rous our markets and shops are, and the easier the access thereto, the 
better for the Public at large; as nothing conduces $9 much to moderate 


the prices of every article as a general emulation ;---and the City of London, 


I apprehend, Sould be the first to join issue in sucb a trial. The houses in 


question are now become very old, and are much decayed; and this 


appears to be the time to make the improvement. -The situation, 
being within or without the boundaries of the City, I conceive to be 
very immaterial, if the benefits extend thereto, and are of lasting im- 
portance to its trading interests. Whatever fund may be adopted, it 


is highly becoming the Corporation of. London to engage warmly in 


the business, and carry it into execution. 


* 
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© Upon these principles it was I submitted a motion, for a Special Com- 
mittee to be appointed, to consider and report a method to make this entrance 
more commodious.---The ideas that 1 Suggested were, either to set back 
the houses on the South side of the Strand, from Mr. Snow's to the 
Feathers Tavern, and to take away from the East end about half the 
island that separates the streets, agreeably to a plan produced; or, 
to take away the whole of the island, and leave but one street, re- 
building handsome houses on the North side of what is now called 
Butcher-Row, and removing that part of St. Clement's church, that 
© now abuts on the South, to the North, side. I stated every interest 
that was necessary to be obtained, and every objection I could think 
of; and gave my reasons why I thought we should have no difficulty 
in procuring the ready concurrence of all parties.---I offered it hke- 
wise as my opinion, that it would be a great accommodation to re- 
move the Gate, and have something contrived which would have been 
conformable to the ancient barrier, and as important to maintain 


the rights and privileges of the City of London, without being any 
obstruction. 


I was not so anxious for either of the Plans, but that I should 
readily have adopted any other that the Committee, in their wisdom, 
Should have agreed upon. Had they recommended the Court to have 
taken the Gate quite away,---to have rebuilt another, in its stead, 
more commodious, or even to have repaired the old one,----they 
should have had my hearty support, so that the more material impedi- 
ments on the West side had been removed. 


I we had no Tower, or other conspicuous Prison, upon which to 
expose the Heads of Traitors, I would on no consideration have given 
my consent to have taken away the Gate. We sbould have standing 
memorials to the Nation, of what the most elevated characters may 
expect, whenever they dare to sacrifice any branch of the British Con- 


o 


* 
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stitution, at the public goal, to private advantage or to illegal influence. 
But, at present, instead of looking forward, in historical perspective, 
to the heads of others in that particular situation, 1 would give a caution 


£ to my tellow-citizens, from the present military appearance, to take care 


ot their own. 


My particular situation for many years afforded me an opportunity 
to know the importance of this communication to the Trade of the 
City of London ; and I am confirmed in my opinion by persons of 
every description.---Whatever improvements may be in coniecture 


within the City, either ornamental or for the accommodation of the 


Public, the access thereto must be of the first consequence. So that, 
unless you, Gentlemen, or same other of our public-spirited Senators, shall 
think proper to bring forward the business in the House of Commons, 
I beg leave to apprize you, that I shall use the liberty, once more, to 
urge it in the Corporation, and likewise take steps for a Common- 
Hall to be convened, to collect the sense of the Livery on the subject; 

when I hope to be honoured with your support, or at least to have 
an e to hear your objections. | 


© There can be no doubt of the concurrence and aid of Parliament, as 
well as of all ranks in society, for an improvement so much to be 


desired ; for the public utility, and not for the bongur of which, I am $80 
ambitious. 


1 I have the Honour to be, 
© GENTLEMEN, 
« Your most obedient 
Humble Servant, 


WILLIAM PICKETT. 
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The words of the motion, agreeably to the letter, were inserted in 
the summons. A number of gentlemen, whom he had great reason to think 


would have zealously supported it, were absent ; some, to his sur prize, 


voted against it; others remained silent; and all were become luke- 
warm. Not a single person produced the Letter, or particularly adverted to 


the arguments therein. At last, a worthy Alderman proposed an amend- 


ment in the following words, That a Committee of six Aldermen 
and twelve Commoners be appointed to consider the expediency of ap- 
« plying to Parliament, for money to defray the expence, to render the 


avenue to the City of London, on the West side of Temple-Bar, more 


cCcommodious, and to report their opinion to the Court.” The necessity 
of applying to Parliament was evident from the nature of the object, 
after the Committee had ascertained the expence---digested a plan--- 
and pointed out the most expedient fund to carry it into execntion.--- 
The original motion appeared to him better calculated for dispatch, and 
as a more liberal proceeding from the City of London; but being well 
persuaded, if the consideration went to a Special Committee in any way, the 


great point would be accomplished, he gave way to the e 
But upon a division, there 0 


For the question, 6 Aldermen 5 Against the question, 7 Aldermen 


9 Commoners 44 Commoners 
15 9 —— 


STEPS TAKEN TO EXCITE THE LIVERY OF LONDON. 


The Court appearing to set their faces against the enquiry, he gave 
them to understand, he should bring the business before the Livery ; 
and, agreeably thereto, obtained permission of the Chief Magistrate to 
introduce it on Midsummer-day, judging it would be a fuller Common- 


Hall than at one specially called; and caused the following notice to bo 


sent to several of the daily Papers. 


c 


0 
0 
« 
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T O THE LIVERY OF LONDON. 
© GENTLEMEN, 


The Court of Common Cone having chowht proper, re- 
« peatedly, to withhold their support for a Special Committee of the 
Corporation, to consider of a mode to accomplish a better West entrance 
to the City of London ; I have taken the liberty, in the Court of Al- 
dermen, to request permission of the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor, to 


bring forward some Resolutions on that subject, at the Common-Hall, 


on Midsummer-day : which request, his Lordship, after mature delibe- 
ration, has obligingly complied with. 


I embarked in this business upon the principle of its general utility, 


having no personal interest whatever in it; and have endeavored to 
tread the broadest ground, and come fairly before the public: and 
though I should feel it my duty to attempt to obviate the objections 
of any individual, I shall, regardless of all anonymous letters, para- 


graphs, mis representations, or illiberal observations, pursue the object, 


80 long as I have the countenance of the OS, and the appro- 
bation of my own mind. | 


© That every Gentleman may have an opportunity to deliberate upon 


the measure, and as there will be much business on that day ; to save 
time, and to prevent trivial amendments, I have thought it my duty 


to subjoin the Resolutions which I shall have the honour to submit; 


and which, I trust, will meet with your candor and support. 
I have the Honour to be, | 
* GENTLEMEN, 


Your most obedient, 
Humble Servant, 


© WILLIAM PICKETT: 


Harpur- Street, June 20, 1788. 
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1. That the South abutment of St. Clement's Church in the Strand, 
and the middle row of houses immediately West of Temple-Bar, 

« from various circumstances, and in particular, on account of the 

« prodigious increase of carriages, are become a great obstruction, 
and an enormous nuisance to the public at large, more especially 
to the inhabitants of London and Westminster; and to obtain a 


more commodious passage, is an object highly deserving the con- 
sideration of Parliament. 


That it be recommended to the Livery of enen at large, and 
the inhabitants of the City of Westminster, prior to the next 
Session of Parliament, to hold conferences with their representa- 


tives, on a fit mode to bring about a noble and convenient com- 
munication between the Cities. 


That with all due respect, this Common-Hall doth earnestly re- 

quest the Right Honourable, Right Reverend, and Honourable, 
« the Members of both Houses of Parliament, to take the premises 
under their consideration, and give them their countenance and 
support. 


That as the part of the Church which occasions the obstruction 
is found intolerably inconvenient, both for the speaker and hearer, 
and as the buildings are become very old and much decayed, 
c consequently the estates are now of less value than at a future 

period, when they may be rebuilt ; it would therefore be expe- 
dient, that steps should be taken for this 8 as soon as 

3 


The business of hs auditors, and the elections, not "REN finished 
until four o'clock,---at the desire of some very respectable members of 
the Corporation, the consideration of the Resolutions was adjour ned, 
and the following Letter was sent to the Newspapers. 
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70 THE LIVERY OF LONDON. 


© GENTLEMEN, 


« Your Auditors, agreeable to the Resolution of a former Com- 
mon Hall, had a right to introduce their report, prior to other pro- 
f ceedings their business, and the several elections, occupied so much 
* time, that I had no opportunity to bring forward the Resolutions 
relative to the obstructions on the West side of Temple-Bar, until it 
became late, and a very few Liverymen were remaining. In con- 
5 formity to my promise, I held myself bound to submit the Proposi- 
tions, until requested by Sir James Sanderson, and several other Gen- 
* tiemen, to put off the business to a fuller Hall; which Proposal meet - 
ing with no opposition, I gladly acceded to, as it is by no means 
my wish to carry the Resolutions without a fair investigation. 


They therefore stand adjourned for the consideration of the next 
Common Hall: I shall then put in my claim to bring them forward 
© early---when I hope there will be a full attendance, and that' Gentle- 
men will come fairly out >” war the Subject, either to as d or oppose. 


1 have the Honour t to be, 
c GenTLEMEN, 


c Your most obedient Servant, 

Harpur-Street, | | 

June 25, 1788. e ak ö | 
„WILLIAM PICKETT. 


A Common Hall was called in a few days for the election of a Sheriff. 
The probability of So early a meeting did not occur when the notice was given: 
however, he felt it his duty to keep the engagement; and was proceeding 
to submit the Resolutions, when a worthy Knight again requested him 
to adjourn the consideration to a larger meeting, which he most readily 
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complied with, being very desirous to have the subject fairly discussed 


in as numerous a meeting as could be convened. Accordingly the fol- 
lowing Letter was sent to the Papers. 


TO THE LIVERY OF LONDON. 
© GENTLEMEN, 


The Propositions published in this Paper the 21st of June, 
and which were intended to have been submitted to the Common 
Hall on Midsummer-Day, were nothing more nor less than an appeal 

* to the Livery of London, the Inhabitants of Westminster, both Houses 
of Parliament, and the public at large; to consider of an impartial 
« expedient to do away a public nuisance of the first magnitude, and 
which may be one step for the removal of other material obstructions. 


As it is a subject that will require a parliamentary consideration, 
it is not my intention to precipitate, or introduce the business at any 
casual Common Hall, but on Michaelmas-Day, immediately after the 
election; when I trust the Representatives for the City, and a numerous 
meeting of the Livery, will give the subject a candid reception. 


« I have the Honour to be, 
© GENTLEMEN, 
Your most obedient, 
Z Humble Servant, 
Harpur-Strtet, Fuly 2, 1788, | 


„WILLIAM PICKETT. 


A few days preceding the Michaelmas meeting, a paragraph was sent 
to each of the Papers, intimating that the subject was to be brought 
forward on that day. The Proposer took the liberty to make some 
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alterations, which he thought would render the Resolutions more ac- 
ceptable, and better calculated to forward the improvement the ensuing 
meeting of Parliament. He was happy in a very respectable meeting 
of the Livery, much more numerous than is usual upon the election of 
a Chief Magistrate, and was received with every mark of respect and 
attention that he could expect. Having said and wrote so much on the 
subject, and wishing for unanimity, he went into no retrospect of the 
proceedings in the Corporation, but confined himself to a few observa- 
tions, to enforce the following Resolutions, which he read all over, and 
submitted the first as a ground-work for the other three; and which 
appeared to him an incontrovertible position, whatever the ingenuity of 
opponents might invent against the last three. He waited a considera- 
ble time for some person to second it; but a total silence prevailing, 
the whole business fell to the ground. 


£ Resolved, 


That the South abutment of St. Clement's Church in the Strand, 
and the middle row of houses West of Temple-Bar---from various 
* circumstances, and in particular, on account of the prodigious 
increase of carriages, are become a great and material obstrufion to 
« the public at large, more especially to the inhabitants of London 
* and Westminster ;---and to obtain'a commodious passage, 1s an 
* object highly deserving the consideration and aid of Parliament, 


Resolved, 


That the Livery of London, now assembled in Common Hall, do 
request their four Representatives in Parliament, to confer with 
the Representatives for the City of Westminster, on a fit mode 


to expedite a noble and convenient communication between the 
« Cities, 


6 Remer 


That with all due respect, this Common Hall doth earnestly solicit 
the Right Honourable and Honourable the Members of both 
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Houses of Parliament, tc take the premises under their considera- 
tion, and give them their countenance and support. 


C Remlued. 


That these Resolutions be regularly signed by the Town-Clerk, and 
published in the Daily and Evening Papers. | 


The Mover of the Resolutions is extremely sorry he did not speak to 
some person to second them; and the only apology to the public he can 
make, 1s, to state the facts that operated in his mind. The various 
Propositions on this subject, in the Corporation, were immediately and 
voluntarily seconded by different Gentlemen, every one of whom, it ap- 
| pears, were absent upon this occasion. If he had even been apprized 

of this circumstance, (which he was not) he could not have had the least 
apprehension but they would have been forwarded, as there were seven- 
teen Aldermen, several members of the Common Council, and many 
Liverymen upon the Hustings ; and amongst them, numbers who had 
without any solicitation voted for, and expressed their entire approbation 
of, the measure. Unfortunately some very respectable characters, who 
came on purpose to support the Propositions, were diffident to an ex- 
treme; and others were confident, that some person near him would 
have come forward with observations on the subject. Two very re- 
spectable members of the Corporation, who read the Resolutions, 
suggested, that it would be better to get the Livery to recommend the 
Court of Common Council to take the business into their consideration. 
But as neither of the Gentlemen had given their support to any of the 
Propositions in the Corporation, and having met with so much dis- 
couragement in that quarter, he did not care to adopt their idea, and 
abandon the Resolutions, which appeared to him well calculated to ad- 
vance the improvement. If such a measure had been taken up in 
addition, and strongly enforced, he would have been exceedingly happy, 
and had prepared the following Resolution That this Common Hall 
do recommend the Court of Lorc. Mayor, Aldermen, and Common 
Council, in Common Council assembled, to take into their considera- 
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« tion the general utility of a better western entrance into the City at 
9 "0 emple-Bar, and give their aid and assistance in zupport thereof.” 


When a Proposition of importance has had a fair and candid dis- 
cussion, it would be great presumption in a sin gle man, to be torment- 
ing the public with a contention for his own opinion. But in whatever 
degree of estimation he may hold individuals, or bodies of men, in point 
of character, abilities, or consequence ; without a fair investigation, or 
some special information to convince him of the impropriety of any 
measure which he has taken up upon public principles ; no avoidance, 
specious reasoning, political manoeuvres, threats, misrepresentations, 
or persuasions, will operate in his mind tantamount to common sense, 
or shall ever prevent his zealous pursuit. 


He thought it a mark of respect due to the Corporation of Lond, | 
to recommend this great object of improvement to their attention; 

and had no doubt it would have been adopted by them, with that degree 
of activity and vigor, for which the public spirit of the first City in the 
world should be exemplary, more especially as it was an idea totally 
unconnected with party. As they have thought proper to treat it with 
indifference and neglect; and being apprehensive no further steps can 
be taken by him on the subject, in any of the City departments ; he trusts 
he shall stand excused in appealing to the public at large, and submit- 


| ting a plan to their consideration, 1 in conformity to the following adver- 
tisement. 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT. 


* Notwithstanding the situation of discouragement in which I may 
appear to be left, by the late meeting of the Livery of London ;--- 
conscious as I am, of my perfect freedom from any interested or im- 
proper motives in the measures I have already proposed; and from 


a thorough conviction of the general utility of removing the nuisances, 
G 


A 
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and accomplishing a convenient and handsome communication between 
the cities of London and Westminster, I Still mean to pursue a plan 
for that purpose, which I shall in due time have the honour to lay 
before the —_— 


Harpur-Stret, Of. 4, 16s. WILLIAM PICKETT: 


Having endeavoured to do away the idea of unjustifiable motives, and 
to state my real inducements for engaging in the business, and the steps 
already taken to forward it ; permit me to advert to the most material 


_ objections taken in the Corporation to the enquiry---as well as to all 


the arguments I recollect to have heard, or that I know can be advanced: 


against the MEASURE ITSELT - excepting such as bave been ati factoriꝶ ob= 
viated in the course of this publication. 


OBFECTION TI. 


As the obstructions were out of the City, the Corporation had 
no business to interfere 1 in their removal. | 


Many instances are to be. * where the activity of the City of 
London has been exerted to remedy grievances, and aid public improve- 
ments, out of their district. The new street. from Moorfields to Bishops- 
gate · street, Spitalfields, &c.---The roads on the South side of Blackfriars 
Bridge.---And 59 late as the month of September last, an Alderman of 
London presided at a very considerable meeting at Chester ford, for the 
purpose of extending the Canal from Stortford, to join the river Cam; 


and nobly professed, that the Corporation f London were always ready to unite 
in measures of public aduantage. His conduct had the countenance of the 
Corporation; and several Resolutions which passed, were repeatedly 
published under the signature of another very experienced Magistrate 


of this City. ALL LIBERAL-MINDED. MEN must rejoice that such a dis- 


PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT, Se. 23 


position prevailed, and that the Court of Common Council so readily 
gave their countenance to an experiment so likely to promote general 
good. But at the same time, wiLL THEY NoT be concerned, that the 
proof of that characteristic assertion has not been verified in their exertions 
to bring about a better access to their own City? And sums, to a very 
large amount, have been raised upon the Orphans fund, for works out 
of the City? It cannot but well accord with the spirit and importance 
of the first Corporation, to forward measures of general accommodation 
throughout the kingdom, whether they are immediately interested or 
not; and particularly where there is no other permanent established 
body, at all calculated to carry them into execution, as in tbe present case. 
But the measure in question, locally considered, appears to me of the 
utmost and most lasting consequence to the trading interest of the City 
of London, when it is considered, that His Majesty, and every branch of 
the Royal Family, the great officers of state, the nobility and gentry, 
and far the major part of all descriptions of persons in the habit of large 
expenditure, reside West of T emple-Bar. What can present itself of 
more importance, both as to convenience and profit, than to make the access 
from this great source of commerce to the shops, warehouses, and manu- 
factories in the City of London, as easy as possible? It is well known, 
many considerable traders, and ingenious artists, have already, and 
others are every day, deserting the City of London, by changing their 
establishments to the West end of the town, to have better opportuni- 


For erecting a ae House, in the year 1779, in the County of Middlesex f1 11,000 


Ditto in Westminster 80 
Making a new Street from Spitalfields to Bishopsgate- Street - go00 
For compleating the Pavement of the Town of Southwark - - 4000 
Widening and improving Dirty-Lane - - — - 1500 
The several Avenues leading into Goodman's Fields — - 1 1500 
Making a new opening between Wapping-Street and Ratcliff-Highway - 1000 
Making a Street from Moorfields to Bighopsgateedtreet 3 16, 500 
Paving part of Goswell-Street - - - - _ 
L 55,9000. 


Scarce. any part of this expenditure. in the City of London. 
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ties to accommodate their friends and customers. This inconvenience 
was foreseen and pointed out in the year 1755 ;---and if some GREAT 
and IMMEDIATE exertions are not made, to render the approach and 
accommodation to every part of the City better, very degrading and 
humiliating consequences may be expected to ensue. 


The City of London will always do well, and extend their consequence, 
by the purchase of estates, in situations where they are likely to be im- 
proved; but more especially at the threshold of their own precise 
boundary, where they will have an eye over them, collect their rents, 
&c. with the same facility as if in their immediate district; and very 
particularly in the neighbouring City, where they have already very 
considerable property. . 


OBFECTION II. 


That the measure would be attended with great expence to the 

City, and require an immense sum at the outset; that the 
funds of the Corporation were fully occupied with building the 
Compters, and purchasing the Mooring Chains and that 
* Blackfriars Bridge would soon require a very large sum to 
repair it. 


A 


A 


It was with no small astonishment I heard Gentlemen express them- 
selves so very careful of the City cash upon this occasion, who, in the 
same Committee to which this enquiry was referred, were ready to go 
such immoderate lengths for the expenditure upon one Compter, over 
and above the purchase of the estates and ground on which it was to be 
built :* and it surely was unlike the usual mode of business, to conclude 


* In March, 1786, a fine model was produced, and a proposition made to adopt it as the plan, 
which would have cost 39,0001.---This most exorbitant expenditure was over-ruled ; but it was 
immediately proposed, that another plan should be made, not to exceed 25,0001. To this propo- 
sition I likewise gave every opposition in my power, judging half the sum was sufficient. However, 
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upon an unreasonable expence, without taking any pains to examine 
into the extent of the purchase, and the advantage to be derived from 
the improved rental.---The knowledge that so great a nuisance existed 
in the country, should have been a sufficient reason, to have induced the 
Corporation to have taken the proper steps to have it removed. I am 
not alone in the opinion---that with a well-apportioned aid from Parlia- 
ment---the improved rental of the estates will, in time, amply compen- 
Sate the first purchase :---and I have little doubt, had the whole property 
in question been the estate of any noble and opulent family, or rich 
Corporation, they would long ago have gone with the public claim in 
their hand, and have obtained an expedient and liberal aid from Parlia- 
ment; and that some such plan, as is now proposed, would have been 
pursued for the benefit of their heirs and successors. A superior situa- 
tion, to calculate an advantage from an improved rental, is not to be 
found throughout the whole metropolis. 


The purchase of the Mooring Chains at first struck me as a very 
bazardous undertaking ; and I made it my business to attend to the argu- 
ments in the Navigation Committee, and was induced therefrom to see 
the measure was worthy to have been adopted. The advance of money 
from the Corporation, is of no consequence, where a measure is founded 
in wisdom. However, that money was not intended to have come out of 
the City cash, and need not have been introduced as an objection.---It 
is contrary to every liberal idea, for opulent and political bodies to con- 


the Committee went so far as to approve it; and actually signed the report in June, but never 
thought proper to present it to the Court. In March 1787, they had the prudence to abandon it; 
and came to a resolution to reduce the sum to 15,0001. which is the plan adopted. 

N. B. The object of this Compter is of a limited and specific nature.--- Any necessary expenditure 
on a well-digested plan, for a bettering- house, would have met my zealous support; -being of 
opinion, no institutions are so much wanted in this country: it being beyond all doubt, that an 
infinite number of unfortunate persons, who are discharged from the Old Bailey and other courts 
of justice, would become good members of society, if they had some immediate subsistence, and 
opportunities to acquire characters and employment; ; who have now no alternative, but to return 
to their old habits,---or starve. 
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sider their own emolument in preference to general accommodations. 
I conceive the attention, and even the revenue of the City of London, 
can never be better applied than to public improvements. Upwards of 
nineteen thousand pounds of the Sheriffs fines were applied towards 
Blackfriars Bridge, over and above the money raised upon the Orphans' 
fund; and it is in my opinion degrading to the City of London---that 
for the trifling annual consideration of a few hundred pounds, so great 
a nuisance as the Sunday Toll should ever have been established. If any 


very great expenditure should be found requisite for a substantial repair, 


no doubt the expedience of further Parliamentary powers will be found 
necessary. _ 


OBJECTION III 


That it would be a partial benefit---Snow-Hill was as inconve- 
« nient to pass; and the improvement would be a * injury 
to the trade of Newgate-street, Holborn, &. 


With equal propriety there might have been objections stated to the 
alterations that have already taken place at the West end of Newgate- 


street. In every improvement, some local inconveniencies will inevitably 


arise: but the last place to expect objections of this sort, was from the 
inhabitants of those situations, who have been benefited, and where 


there are now going on greater improvements than in any part of Lon- 
don. The fine opening that has been made by the removal of Newgate, 
and the islands of decayed buildings; and the introduction of a hand- 
some row of houses, with the decent separation of the church- yard from 
the street, & . must give every impartial person delight: and very 
lately, it was the unanimous resolution of the Committee, to take im- 
mediate steps to remove the houses on the West side of Giltspur-street, 
to clear the way to Smithfield :---and no person will rejoice more than 
myself, to see a commodious improvement on Snow-Hill ; well knowing, 


by daily experience, the great dangers and inconveniencies that attend 


- 
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that passage. I consider it as the second great object for improvement, 
in point of general utility and immediate consequence to the City of London. 


OBJECTION IV. 


That there was a great plan of improvement throughout the City 
under the consideration of Mr. Dance, the City Surveyor ; 
« which, it was hoped, would be attended 5 prior to any ac- 
; commodations i in other parts.” 


Had this measure in any way tended to impede, or interfere with the 
plan of improvements under consideration, it would have been a fair 
objection. But surely, if our City is to be aggrandized and beautified 
with new buildings, and commodious alterations, there must be the 
greatest propriety in taking every opportunity to purchase the estates 
upon the most reasonable terms, to make the way to it convenient. At 
a very late Court, three applications were made to widen streets, all of 
which, there is no doubt, will be complied with ;---and it was particu- 
larly pleasing to find with what chearfulness the Court gave ear to the 
petition from the Borough of Southwark, for their aid, to forward the 
great public improvement in Tooley-street, Bermondsey, &c. 


A regular plan of improvement throughout the City, must unques- 


tionably be a very proper idea; - but I consider it of the firs impor- - 


tance, to make the access easy and commodious from all parts. There 

wants several better communications on the North side of London to 
the most public and principal streets.---What a noble, healthful, and 
| beneficial thing would it have been for the City of London, had they 
(when the A& was obtained to carry into execution that excellent plan 
of Mr. Dingley's, in 1760, for the new road from Doghouse-Bar to 
Islington) immediately made one bold street opposite the Mansion- 
House to Moorgate ;---another from the North front of St. Paul's Church 
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to Aldersgate- street; · and a third from Blackfriars-Bridge, by the re- 


moval of Fleet-Market, and opening a carriage-way from the bottom of 


| Holborn-Hill to Cold-Bath-Fields, &c. These additional communica- 
tions, with the more important one under consideration, would occasion 
every part of the City to be frequented by many of the nobility and 
gentry, who now rarely or ever venture into it :---and surely every loyal 
subject will be induced to lend his aid, to make an easy and commo- 
dious access for their Majesties, the Prince of Wales, the Princesses, 


and every branch of the Royal Family, whenever they shall Please to 


honour the ancient City of London with their presence. 


The new buildings now going on, on the Finsbury estate ; the 
widening the passage through Beach- lane, Chiswell-street, and the new 
road from Moorfields to Bishopsgate-street, Spitalfields, &c. are all public 


accommodations. The great encouragement given to the improvements 


on the banks of the Thames, where they are done with safety to the 
navigation, do great honor to the Corporation; and I trust the fame of 
the City of London will be extended in this and every succeeding age, 
that our successors may venerate its consequence and public spirit. 


OBJECTION V. 


That the building a number of large handsome houses West of 
Temple-Bar, will have a tendency to draw the trade from some 


« of the great establishments on the East side, and be prejudicial 
to the franchises of the City of London. 


Some gentlemen, who were warm advocates for the plan, have lately 
advanced this argument against it. No doubt, there will be many in- 
stances in proof of this objection, as to individuals; but surely it is too 
confined an interest to operate against the general utility of the measure, 


and very inferior to the idea of utility which led me to embark in the 


. 
f 


* 
Ke 
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business. If the nobility are induced, by new houses, and a commodious 
passage, to come so far, they will no doubt be led to explore the City 
Shops and warehouses, in a much greater degree than they do at present : 

---and if the citizens should lose some of their customers by the im- 
provement, they will gain others; and the houses will be as free for 


the Citizens of London, as for others: -- and the substantial privileges of 


a freeman, or liveryman, do not arise from their situations, nor are they 


confined thereto. At any rate, a general emulation is the grand pro- 
moter of the best commodities, and the most reasonable prices. 


OBYECTION VI. 


That there was so much taste and refinement at the West end 
of the town, many persons, who now lay out their money in 


the City, will go there, when they have a better Passage, and a 
better opportunity. 


No doubt there will be many instances of this sort, and innumerable 
cases will occur to the advantage of the West end of the town ;---yet I 
think with those who have asserted that genius, capacity, and taste, are 
alike distributed, and are seen from the effects of habit, use, and custom; 
and if our fellow- citizens are a little behind hand with the tradesmen of 
the West better opportunities to receive the gentry at their shops and 
manufactories, will afford them a better chance to improve, and merit 
their attention; and at any rate, there will be a proper respect and 
civility, to endeavour to make a commodious way for the nobility and 
gentry---who now use such superb and expensive carriages, &c. so much 
for the encouragement of trade and manufacturers in general. I have 
sufficiently given my opinion as to the local advantages; but whether 
the benefits will predominate on one side or the other of Temple-Bar, 
is a matter that bears no proportion to the general utility: and I could 


wish the measure might be taken up on the broad public ground as 
much as possible. 


1 
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OBFECTION VII. 


That the present occupiers will be greatly injured, as they wall 
* have a very small consideration for their individual interests, 


trade, &c. and that it will be a work of great time, to the 
injury and! inconvenience of the public. 


Notwithstandin g the Act of Parliament will give sufficient powers to 
prevent impositions, every person will have a liberal allowance for 


whatever may be his real interest. I am certain it was so with the in- 


habitants of Giltspur-street. No person, I believe, had reason to com- 
plain; but many were benefited: and it is but reasonable that individuals 
Should, in all great public works, have a very liberal consideration for 
every benefit * are 0 of. 


Unquestionably a wk of this magnitude will require a great deal of 


time to compleat it; but I apprehend, as there are two streets, it may 
be so contrived as not to be any very great or durable inconvenience .--= 
When the Act is passed, and the usual time for the notice is expired, 
the houses that now form the principal obstruction may be taken down, 
on the Butcher-Row side, and entirely cleared away; and an immediate 
broad thoroughfare may be made, while the new buildings are going on 
on the North side. 


OBFECTION VIII. 


« Some Gentlemen in the Corporation were against dismantling 
our City by the removal of Temple-Bar : they thought its 
preservation of great consequence in a political view; that the 


City of London should never surrender that authority they 


« were invested with, of shutting the gates on particular occasions. 


a 
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These objections were made and delivered with an enthusiasm I am 


at all times warmed with ; and would have had weight in my mind, if 


the conveniencies and benefits were not of the utmost importance to 
the public; and if the barrier and forms could not be kept up with as 
much consequence by the ancient mode, or an improvement in this ;--- 
or was it of any utility in point of safety and protection, which e 


to be the express purpose for which it was erected.“ 


No man has a greater prejudice in favour of the ancient buildings, 
rights, customs, and honourable appendages to the City of London, than 
myself; ---which disposition has frequently been testified---particularly 
in the strong opposition I gave to the taking down the venerable front 
of Guildhall---in my exertions to have the ancient Chapel adjoining re- 


stored to its pristine state and use---to revive the usage of the Easter 


processions and the custom of meeting the Judges at St. Paul's on the 


commencement of the Terms ; and now the City has purchased the 


scite of those extensive premises, Blackwell-Hall, I hope to see a large 
and valuable Library, and every other of the appurtenances and dis- 
tinctions brought about, which formerly marked the City of London 


with so much * ity and consequence. 


* STow, B. iii. 278. and MaiTLAND, 990. after describing the ancient mode of the boundary, as in 


page 3, Says, © afterwards there was a house of timber erected cross the street, with a narrow 


gateway, and an entry on the south side of it: but since the great fire, there is erected a stately 
gate, with two posterns, one on each side, for the convenience of foot-passengers, with strong 
gates to Shut up in the nights, and always good store of watchmen, the better to prevent danger.” 
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THE PLAN. 


The first idea of improvement which we had the honour to suggest, 
was, to set back the fronts of the houses on the South side of the Strand, 
from the Feathers Tavern to Devereux-Court, and remove the east end 
only of the island of buildings that separates the streets, and not attempt 
to go to the extent of taking away the whole ; or of altering the situa- 
tion of the church.---Most unquestionably that plan would afford a 
great accommodation, and be attended with less expence at the outset. 
But upon a more accurate investigation of all circumstances, thelarger 
plan now recommended, presents itself as the most eligible to be adopted. 
---It will accord much better with the noble spirit for improvement of 
this day ; ; be productive of more numerous and substantial benefits; 
and, we are apprehensive, will ultimately be by far the most ceconomical 
scheme.---By comparing the two designs annexed, the advantages will 
be obvious; as the one shews the present obstructions---the other the 
accommodation by their total removal :---and likewise the comparative 
preference may be seen, which the last plan has over the first, in point 
of the strait line, &c. It may also be observed, that there will be much 
more valuable ground lost by the first than by the last mode; as the 
reducing the two streets into one, will supply an additional quantity of 
ground to build on. The present plan will leave a fine street on the 
Soutb, and open a commodious way to Hollywell and Wych- streets on 
the North side of the church and afford a good opportunity to remove the 

stand of coaches to the middle of the street, which now so dreadfully 
impede the passage on each side the Gate ;---to make a decent inclosure 
of the church- yard and to improve the way to Lincoln's-Inn-Fields, &c. 
It may be further noticed, that notwithstanding we are under the ne- 
cessity of giving up more ground than we shall gain; yet the quantity 
we take in from the streets, for the fronts of the new buildings on the 
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North side, is estimated of considerably more value than the quantity 
we lose. „ 1 

Our ideas branch into two considerations; those expenditures which 
there is no possibility can ever return-—and those which will, and 
probably with 6REAT AbvAx TAGE. First, the purchase of the estates 
containing the island of buildings that separates Butcher-Row and the 
Strand; and the two clusters of houses on the North side of the church- 
yard, together with the expence of the alteration or removal of the 


Church. -The whole of this amount, deducting the sum the houses may 
sell for, must be a TOTAL Loss, and seems to be the PUBLIC CONSIDERA- 


TION, for which we apprehend AN EXPEDIENT Alp would be granted 


by Parliament, unless a voluntary subscription should be entered into 


WITH GREAT SPIRIT, extending to the whole object. 


The rental of the estates, as described No. 1, 2, 3, exclusive of the 


six small alms-houses, we find amounts to 16711. per annum; — the esti- 


mation of rebuilding the Church is 5600. -As the most judicious and 
experienced men will differ in their opinions as to the value, we judge 
the above statement as accurate and as satisfactory as can be expected; 

and can only observe, the houses, in general, are very old, in a very in- 
convenient situation for trade, and make a very indifferent appearance; 


and that many of them were to be bought some time past upon very 


moderate terms. -By every calculation it is obvious, that the amount can 
be no object for a public work of S0 much importance. 


Our second consideration is, the purchase of the houses, &c. on the 
North side of Butcher-Row, and the East end of the North side of Mycb- 
Street---to clear the ground, and unite to it so much of the present street 


as is described in the Draught; and raise thereon handsome buildings, 


upon some well-digested plan of eleyation---which will become, beyond 
all doubt, A VERY CONSIDERABLE ESTATE. It will evidently appear to 
every person, who will take the trouble to observe the condition of the 
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houses, sheds, &c. that it is quite time they came down ; and that they 
can be of no great value in their present state.---There is every proba- 
bility, that the owners of the houses on the south side of the Strand 
will be induced to improve their estates, if it should not be thought 
adviseable to carry our application so far, as to be enabled to purchase 
them, and rebuild on both sides upon one uniform plan, reserving to 
the owners or occupiers the option of their houses upon fair terms.--- 
If the whole of THIS PLAN had been heartily adopted by the Court of 
Common Council, there is great reason to think it would have extended 
CONSEQUENCE and ADVANTAGE to the Corporation of London to the 
most DISTANT PERIoD---which benefits will now go into some other 
channel. = 


70 FORWARD THE PLAN, 


It appears necessary that a subscription be opened to defray the ex- 
pence- and that consent be obtained of the Bishop of the diocese, the 
patron of the living, and the inhabitants of the parish. If there were 
no pecuniary benefits to revert to the subscribers, or expedient aid to be 
expected from Parliament, we trust a subscription would be raised, 
adequate to the sum wanted for this improvement. Is there a man, 
whose soul is impressed with true liberality of mind and sentiment ? 

Is there a patriot, properly so called---one, we mean, who acts with no 
sinister or secondary views, but with a direct eye to the public good? 
Is there a citizen, a senator, a nobleman ? who will not most readily 
admit, what we have the conscious satisfaction to feel, that the ultimate 
object of these pages, and the plan they propose, is an improvement 
that will be productive of pleasure, convenience, and advantage to the pre- 
sent age, and entail the same on posterity, as long as the Cities them- 
selves shall remain ?---With this idea, and upon THIS PRINCIPLE ALONE, 
it is, that we not only expect the support of opulent individuals, but 
of the Corporation of London---the Bank of England the East India 
Company, &c. Surely there cannot exist a corporate body, a learned 
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or liberal society, throughout the whole metropolis, who will withhold 
their assistance to promote so universal a concern :---and much should 
we rejoice to see this measure brought about by the liberality of the 


wealthy, without the necessity of imposing "7 burthen- upon the mass * in- 
babitants. 


Being informed by some respectable inhabitants, that the Church is 
almost deserted (notwithstanding it is a very large parisþ) on account of 
its being so intolerably inconvenient for the congregation to hear. 
Several ministers have been heard to declare, they never found so much 
difficulty to speak in any church.---When charity sermons have been 
preached, the parishioners have frequently caused straw to be laid in 
the street, to drown the noise of the carriages ; and even with this 
cautious preventive, they have found it very difficult to hear.---Another 
consideration, of some importance, is, the Church is very much out of 
condition, and, in course, is to undergo a very expensive repair at a very 
short period. These arguments will, no doubt, have their due weight 
with the RIGHT REVEREND PRELATE, whose character stands so emi- 
nently conspicuous for the encouragement of religion, virtue, and good 
order. The reasons offered must have great weight with the PA- 
RISHIONERS, by far the majority of whom, we understand, will be ready 
to give every reasonable encouragement to the undertaking. The im- 
provement cannot but be materially beneficial to all persons who possess 
estates in the neighbourhood, without which consideration, the liberality of 
the NOBLE PATRON, induces us to think there will be every encourage- 
ment from that quarter. 


If the plan should be adopted, the nd estates will become the 
property of the subscribers, and, in course, will revert to them in adequate 
proportions to the sums advanced: and it may be agreed, then the Whole 
is compleated, that the estates shall be sold, and the. amount divided 
amongst them; or some plan of survivorship may be fixed upon, either 

upon their own, or such lives as shall be thought proper, But this part 
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of the plan involves in it considerations so multifarious, that it must be 
reserved for the discussion of the Committee who may be appointed, with 
proper assistance; who will report from time to time, for the sanction 

of the body of subscribers, whose Subscriptions may be deemed sufficiently 
large, to entitle them to any sbare in the reversionary interest. 


After all, this plan, these observations, with every idea on the mode 
of carrying it into execution, are with the utmost deference submitted to 
the attention and improvement of the Public---and any hint from any 
quarter, at all calculated to aid our views, will be received with due 
respect.---In a work of this nature, there must be an infinity of opinions; 
and the Proposer would not be conceived to have so great a partiality 
for his own plan, as to prevent the adoption of any that may be thought 
superior ;---and whatever defects may be discovered, he will be happy 

to have corrected by a more accurate investigation. It is now open to 
the genius, exertions, and liberality of THE FIRST PEOPLE IN THE 


WORLD. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 
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The Proposer of the foregoing Plan, hopes it will not be long before he 
shall be able to announce to the Public, that accompts are opened at 
the Bank of England, and with every Banker in London and West- 
minster, in support of the measure; when he shall take the — i 

to add one hundred — as his firs subscription. 


That no misapprehension may occur, nothin g more is required, at pre- 
Sent, but that the nobility and gentry, who are friendly to the under- 
taking, will either do the Proposer the honour to communicate, in 
writing, to him in Harpur-Street, or to their respective Bankers, their 
address, and the sums they intend to subscribe. 


As soon as there appears a strong probability of the business being 

effectuated by the ready subscription of the publica meeting will be 

called, of those persons who shall have signiſied their intentions to subscribe, 
for the purpose of forming a mode of future proceedings. 


N. B. Two Plans will be hung up on the Royal Exchange for public 
inspection; one descriptive of the present state of the avenue; the 
otber of the intended improvement. 


FINIS. 
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